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Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge my colleagues
to support this measure. We must consider
the “powderkeg” we are getting ourselves
into. Let us not enter the 21st Century in the
same way we began the 20th Century by get-
ting ourselves involved in a centuries old
Balkan conflict for which we cannot and will
not resolve now by the introduction of U.S.
ground troops.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Britton Congregational
Christian Church, of Britton, MI. It is my pleas-
ure to pay tribute to the fine example its
teaching of strong values and simple direct-
ness has provided to our District.

On March 28, 1999, Britton Congregational
Church, the oldest Christian Union church in
Michigan, celebrated its 150th anniversary.
The church took its fundamental character
from the efforts of its first pastor, Elder Sam-
uel Bradshaw, who stressed the utmost impor-
tance of strong family values.

The church completed building its first chap-
el on January 28, 1850. The congregation
moved to a new location in 1880 where it
meets today, but the emphasis on family val-
ues remained the same. Rev. David Welcome,
the current pastor, describes the family atmos-
phere: “every person is a part of our extended
family, with each member helping another
when family is needed.”

The fact that Britton Congregational Church
endures to this day after a century and a half
of changing times and surroundings, testifies
to the commitment the church has maintained
to traditional family values and concern for its
members.

| am inspired by this legacy of commitment
to the values it was founded upon, and | hold
up its long history as a model for other institu-
tions within and outside the district. Congratu-
lations  Britton  Congregational  Christian
Church on 150 years of service and dedica-
tion. | wish you the opportunity to continue
pursuing these ideals for many more years to
come.
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Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
one of the great privileges afforded Members
of Congress is the opportunity to come to the
floor of the House of Representatives to relay
to not just our colleagues, but to the entire
country, significant contributions made to our
society by our fellow Americans, | have that
privileges and want to pay tribute to Mr.
Christoph Meili, currently of West Orange,
New Jersey.

In 1997, Mr. Meili, then 29 years of age,
was employed as a bank guard in the Union

Bank of Switzerland. While performing his ap-
pointed duties, he discovered one day several
boxes of bank documents that not only dated
back to the Holocaust era, but directly related
to financial holdings of individuals at that time.
These documents were about to be shredded
and lost forever. Mr. Meili had recently viewed
the epic tale, Schindler’s List. Drawing inspira-
tion from that film, he removed as many of the
documents from the bank as possible, and de-
livered them to a Jewish organization in Zurich
that then gave them to local police.

Mr. Meilli's discovery and subsequent re-
moval of the documents created wide con-
troversy—as well as significant embarrass-
ment of Switzerland’s largest bank, which had
first denied even the relevance of the docu-
ments. Upon intense investigation and inter-
national scrutiny, the bank not only confirmed
that the documents were, indeed, Holocaust
related, but that other similar documents had
been previously shredded. This investigation
further indicated that many of the documents
were central to the research of an international
panel of historians investigating Switzerland’s
dealing with the Nazis.

As a result of the brave actions of Christoph
Meili, a $1.25 billion settlement was made to
Holocaust survivors, their families and Jewish
organizations.

Regretfully, Mr. Meili paid a high price for
doing the right thing. He and his wife lost their
jobs in Switzerland and received multiple
death threats, forcing them and their children
to flee to the United States where they were
granted political asylum by President Clinton.
Since coming to America, Mr. Meili has testi-
fied before the Senate Banking Committee de-
tailing his important actions of conscience.

Mr. Speaker, today, April 12, 1999, Mr. Meili
will be honored by the Jewish Federation of
Greater Waterbury and Northwest Con-
necticut, Inc. during a community-wide Yom
HaShoah Commemoration (Commemoration
of the Holocaust). As a Member of the Presi-
dential Advisory Commission on Holocaust As-
sets, | commend Mr. Christoph Meili for his
corageous actions, and recognize and thank
him for the sacrifices both he and his family
have made in the name justice. He is a hero
to people of conscience everywhere.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday Serbia lost a courageous citizen—
one committed to an open society, to a free
press, to reporting the truth. Slavko Curuvija
was gunned down in front of his Belgrade
apartment on Sunday by two men, dressed in
black with black face masks. Branka Prpa,
who was with him at the time, said that the
murderers were certainly professionals. | ex-
tend my deepest condolences to her and to all
of Slavko’s family and friends.

Slavko Curuvija was editor of the inde-
pendent Serbian newspaper, The Daily Tele-
graph, as well as the news magazine called
The European. Though he had ties with Ser-
bia’s establishment, this last year he sought
his own independent course, and became a
leading critic of the Milosevic regime.
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Mr. Speaker, last December Slavko Curuvija
testified before the Helsinki Commission which
| chair. In his testimony, he said:

I come from a country where there is no
rule of law . . . By making an example out of
me, the regime sends a message to all who
would oppose it, intimidating and bullying
all the independent media in the process . . .
The crackdown on my publications and other
media organizations has jeopardized the
right to free speech in Serbia. The crack-
down on the universities jeopardizes another
basic human right, freedom of thought. Bel-
grade University has been deprived of auton-
omy, its professors have been sacked for fail-
ing to sign loyalty oaths, its students jailed
for protecting . . . After all his other wars,
Slobodan Milosevic appears to be preparing
to wage war against his own people in Serbia
and Montenegro.

More recently, on March 8, Slavko Curuvija,
was sentenced along with two of his journal-
ists to five months in prison by a Belgrade
court for “spreading false reports with an in-
tention to endanger public order,” dictator-
speak for telling the truth. The three remained
free on appeal. When Milosevic used NATO'’s
action against his forces as an excuse to
eliminate any remaining independent media,
Curuvija chose to shut down operations rather
than succumb to state censorship. A week
ago, according to today’s Washington Post, a
pro-regime newspaper accused Curuvija of
supporting NATO bombing and said that “peo-
ple like him” will neither be “forgiven nor for-
gotten.”

People like Slavko Curuvija, who act upon
their rights and freedoms and promote the
protection of those rights, have fought for what
is best for their country. Their patriotism is ex-
pressed in their opposition to a regime which
does not want any independent voice, nor crit-
icism. They see that Serbia only has a future
if it becomes a democracy.

| ask the people of Serbia, and Serbs in this
country and around the world, to think hard
about what has just happened. If this
Milosevic regime is willing to do this to an
independent thinker in Belgrade, a Serb, why
is it not possible that this same regime can be
responsible for the genocides in Bosnia and
now in Kosovo? Is it worth rallying around
Milosevic, who is President of Yugoslavia only
through ruthlessly undemocratic means and
who brought this upon Serbia? Can't you see
that Milosevic, not Curuvija, wants Serbia to
be bombed, because he believes this will en-
hance his power and somehow justify getting
rid of those who advocate freedom? | ask the
people of Serbia to take a close look around
you. Who has isolated you from a Europe
more free and united than ever before? Who
has caused your living conditions to be so
much less than they had been, or could be?
The answer should be clear—Slobodan
Milosevic. You must no longer allow his propa-
ganda to succeed in convincing you otherwise.

Mr. Speaker, while we may have differences
regarding what the U.S. role should be in
stopping the genocide in Kosovo, we should
be able to agree on one central point:
Slobodan Milosevic is the problem, and he
must account for his crimes. In my view, the
cold-blooded murder of an independent jour-
nalist, Slavko Curuvija, is the latest crime to
add to the list.
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